Some effects of the trypanocidal drug isometamidium on encapsulation in bovine carrier erythrocytes.
Bovine erythrocyte exposure to isometamidium chloride causes increased osmotic fragility. Control cells tolerated up to 1 mg/ml drug with no effects. Carrier erythrocytes were highly susceptible to drug, with increased osmotic fragility and decreased encapsulation potential of sucrose and inulin. Scanning electron micrographs of control and carrier erythrocytes exposed to drug revealed the formation of enkephalocytes with carrier erythrocytes. Control erythrocytes showed greater tolerance to the drug. Apparently, access of the drug to the interior of the erythrocyte membrane allows the drug to be more interactive with the membrane.